A note from the principal ……………….

September 9, 2011

As we begin our new school year, my thoughts turn to Celebration.  In our family we have a saying “we not only have events to mark special times – we have CELEBRATIONS!  Never pass up an opportunity to celebrate – “I came so that they may have life and have it more abundantly”.  -  John 10:10

Enthusiasm is contagious!  Spread yours around.  Smile, get involved, be joy-filled at the opportunity that is yours to bring Jesus to everyone you meet – here at Saint Mark Catholic School, in your neighborhood, in your workplace, and most importantly, within your family!  Celebrate every occasion, every success and even when times seem hard.  Look for small blessings and happy moments.

It was good to see many of our parents at “Back to School Night” last night.  A special thank you to Father Whyte, our Family School Association, and our faculty and staff!  The first 3 weeks of school have gone extremely well.  It is gratifying to see the enthusiasm of the children ready for a new beginning.   We appreciate your cooperation as we get back into the “swing of things”. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION!!!!  All students and their parents have now received an activation code to register on edline.  Tweens – Kindergarten have received their information in today’s blue communication folder.  

· We will be using edline for all correspondence to parents.  

· Edline will have lunch menus, sports schedules, teacher newsletters and a current calendar with all our important dates.  This will be the main means of corresponding with you.  

· Begin using edline for all important information regarding our school.  

· Elementary and pre-k teachers will send notes to their home room students advising them when a newsletter has been posted.   

· This is a secure site that only our registered parents can view.  

· You will notice at the beginning of each month a screen will come up when you log in asking you to verify your contact information.  It is important for you to check all the information and contact numbers on file and change if needed. We will be using this information to advise you of any last minute emergency situations that may arise during and after school hours.  

· Please check your calendars for the newest changes to our November calendar.  We have added November 21st and November 22nd as early dismissal days.  

All parents who volunteer are required to complete an Archdiocese of Miami volunteer form and attend Virtus class – “Protecting God’s Children”.  For a schedule and registration for Virtus classes, visit www.miamiarch.org and click on the Virtus training section located at the bottom left hand side of the web page.  If you will be in the classrooms, you must also be fingerprinted.  Please see Mrs. Martinez for instructions on being fingerprinted.

As Mr. Silva said at the meeting last night, the car line is getting better.   A big thank you to our car line volunteers who have stepped up to the plate and to our “newbies” on the line!  We are always looking for more volunteers in the morning or afternoon car line.  Please consider this position when considering your dedication to our school. 

Student pictures will be taken Tuesday, September 20th.  All students are to wear their official school uniform.  PE will be held indoors.  All students will be photographed – these pictures are for the yearbook and for your personal use.  8th grade students will be photographed in graduation attire.  If you are planning on purchasing your child’s picture, payment is due in the office by Monday, September 19th.  Envelopes were sent home last week in the blue communication folder.  

Our next family fun event will be our third annual “Sports Appreciation Night” to be held on Friday, September 23rd.  All you need to do is come out and play some fun games with your children in their classrooms.  The teachers have some great games planned for you.  We are looking forward to a great night of family fun.  There are to be no “drop offs”!
Important Dates

September 10th


Saint Mark Women’s Club luncheon

September 20th

School pictures by Gerlinde – All students wear official school uniform

September 23rd


6:30 – 8:30 – 3rd Annual Sports night

October 1st


4th Tuition Payment Due

October 2nd


Feast of the Guardian Angel

October 7th


Angel Day – Early Release

October 14th


8th Grade Spirit Day

November 21st & 22nd

Early Releasel – 12:30



